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The .Iext. 
Iſaiah Chapter 38; 37 


And fatd, Remember now, O Lord 
I Mm thee, how I have walk= 
ed before thee, tn truth,and with 
a perfedt heart, and Bzve done 
that which is good in thy fight - 
and and Henckinh wept ſore. 


Exckiab was 2 Good Man, « Great Man,e Rare Mana Praying 

; Of all the Three and ewentyKings of Sat end Prcdety 

oY x ara andy ore yy ine commend. 

ed for Good, wiz. David, Solomen, Aſa, 7eboſaphat, Amahah, - 

 Arariah, Jotham, Hexelgab, Jofpeb: Of the Twenty of lhe aher + 
the Rent, Wee find none commended for Good, buronly ebu, commend» 
Gn Ee EC IRE Werſkippers of Beef ' 
: 2 Kings 


og "FA 
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3 Kings 9, 10. Yet was he reproved for cleaving to. the Sins of Jereboews 
2 410, Jl. } f - , | 

= Fri Þ Joy" King, but not faultleſs, his Heart was lifted up 
with Pride, and he Pay'd dear for it, 2 Kings chap. 20. verſes 14. &c. Nor 
did his Goodneſs exceme him from T z3 in thepreceeding Chapter 
he was fore diſtrefſed by a ſeige, and now fick unto Death. 

The words contain his fervent Prayer; I ſhall not trouble you with te- 
dious Explication, rior Curious Diviſion, 

1. He Prays that the Lord would Remember him, not that Ged is 
ſubjeQ to forgetfulneſs, but he would have the Lord effeually to mind 


him, according to his iſe -made to efbrahem when he indented with 


Him Ges. 17. 1.2. alk before me, ſaith the Lord, and be thew perfett, I 
am God Almighty, "Aid / will make my Covenant between me and thee, and 
1 will mulnply thee exceedengly : Now he had in forge me man Frail- 
ty excepted) kept the condition there required. 2. He refleGs on hisHeart 
and Way, I beve walked before thee, That 1s, under the awful apprehenſions 
of an Omniſcient everywhere preſent God: In truth and with aperfeft bearr, 
It's the fame on the matter with ſimplicity and Godly ſincerity 2Cor.I. 12. 
Mentioned in oppoſition to Carnal. policy, - called there flefkly Wiſdom; 


| Would he fay, I have fludied to be fincerely. and honeſily minded; and 


am not conſcious of groſs Exurbitancies in my courſe, which ules to ſhort- 
ef Mens Days. 2-. Wee have the proof of his Sincerity in a' Good Conver- 
ſation, 7 have done that which 1s good in thy fight. 44 Wee have his preſent 
Melancholy temper, and Hez.rhiab _ ſore, tor Deaths aſpe& was. not 
pleaſant to him, he would. fan have lived a while longer, either to have 
throughed the begun Reformation, or forſeeing: what: might follow to 
Church ang Rate upon his removal, eſpecially they being frr preſent in a 
diſtrated miſerable condition, or probably he Scunnered at Death, as na- 
ture will do in the beſt of Saints. 
I ſhall only take up this one point from the words. 

Def. That theſe who would expefi comfort at Death, muſt make conſcience 
ofra fmcere Religitus walkin the life. Whoſe Heart: condemus them not in 
bys ray be-very confident of that, 1 ſhall ſpeak to thole: three Branches: 
1, of: Death. 2, of Uprightneſs. g. of a Religious walk. 

1. Firſt for Death,i would fay theſe tive things: 1. Itis certain it is 
a2ppoiatcd fer all Men to-dye, and bur once Neb. 9. 27; All are born with 
the ſeeds of Death in their boſom z R—_—_ Athcifi, who defycs 
Death, Gu age ſie it when his do 4 
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 4.7It is certain Deathvis nacertain. 2. Astothe = where,at hameor 
abroad; by'Sexor by Land, 2. Asto the manner how, a violent or 'na. 
rural Drathy ſudden or idgering. '3- Astothe time when, wee read of 
no Man-whoever gor leaſe of their time, but this Hezehiab. 

3, It's certain Dear waits no Mans readineſs, if a Marr be not prepared, 
that Meflenger wheu-he cometh will not defer one moment. 

4 Death cannotproperly be ſaid to be a ſurprizero Believers 1n Chriſt, 
ie may be ſudden, the Chriftan not being in that frame and Exerciſe defir- 
able, may fall ſhort of Conſolarionz” bur his Rate being ſure, his Salvation 
is ſecured. . : | 
- 5. [tis certain we may have 2 day better and another worſe, in time, 
but afrer Death there is no-change, Eternal Wdll or Eternal Wo, where 
the Tree falls there it Lyes Eccief. 11. 3. "yp 

Uſe. x. Wee ſhall make ſome praRical improvement of this: And 1, 
Be convinced, - That this Tyrant Death is the indifpenfible fatality of all 
Men ; Altho' ſome adjourn the thouhtsof ir, which is their fin and folly, 
and they may be refuted from the conſideration of the trequent warnings of 
Mortality and the ſhortneſs of time compared to anHand-breadth P/al. 39. 
S$. Toa Vapour /em. 4. 14. to the fading Graſs i Pet. 1, 24 Yet many 
put that Day far away Amo: 6, 3. teaſing up their thoughts, anent the in- 
creaſe of their Riches, the ftanding of their Family, the advancement 
of their Honour, the filling of their Cup of pleaſure, and before they 
are aware Death puts in che fjckle, and their Breath goes out, they rctura tz 
their duſi,8& intharday their Thoug/ts periſh;”/4), 14.644. 5. their fajr white 
thouphts as the word is. all their deſigns 8 endeavours,cither for themſelyes 
or others: O!If people would take leafure but toCommune with tlicir own 
Hearts, till they had {ume impretlion and preſent Heart-affe&ing'thoughts 
of Death, then reficiig on their way wn the World, for the World;' 
they would conclude, that all their Labour amounted” ro ho more, thah 
what is imported in that Verdict Eccleſ. t. 2. Varky of Vanitvs, all us Va- 
BI and V exerts of Speriz ; Then ſhould Self-defigning-men, & Self-deceivers 
whoſe deſires, deſigns and endeavours, did rife no higher theg Self, find 
that they had played the fool and cheat to their own Souls, - when their 
hearts ſhall overcaſt, with the confuhor of theſe thoughts and challenges, 
that they ſhnned 1n due trace tointerrains - * c 

Althe? death be in the Creed, yer it is not in many peoples belief, {uch 
as. 2, The ſtupid and fecure, who are not moved with Terrours and 
thrcatuings, like to thoſe of Loch his days, who did cat aud drink tilt 

, th> 
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the flogd came, Marth. 24. 38. 39. » The wordly minded, 'whoſe 
time and caxes are Swallowel - with el of this life, as if they were 
never to ſeparat, like the man Luck 12. gly The proud, and Gran- 
deesof the worldmingd not they will be laid in the Duſt, where theur bones 
will bear no badge of their Gentility, Theſe, with the worldly, gofar in 
the way to Hell for their honour and profit. 4y. Thole who are carelefle 
ro trim their- Lamps, and get intercſt in Chriſt.and live as never to dye. 

I Would preſs upon you a/t,frequent and ſerious thoughts ofDeath from 
theſe conſiderations x. Believing thoughts of Death would aquaint you 
with it before itcome,which were your advantage,to make it the cafier, &Leſs 
terrifying when ir comes; Were you Seaſoning your Hearts with the Morn- 
ing and Evening thoughts of it every day. 2y. It would make you dili- 
gent in hearing of the word, not knowing but every Sermon may be 
the Laſt, the Lord knows, this may be the Laft ro ſome who hears me. 

Ny. 1t would let you fee anend of all perfe&tions Pſal. 119 56. That 
thcſe who call their Lands by their Names, T heir honour deſecnds not 
to the grave withthem Pſal. 49. 11. 19. Nor will their Grandwre diſtin- 
gaiſh their Duff from the Beggers,Job. 21. 26, They alllyed own alike in 
the Grave, 4/y This would ſtir up to excelent thoughts of God, there be = 
ſome, Ged ss not an all therr thoughts, Pſal. 10. 4 Becauſe Death is not 
in them Job, 19. When Jeb. ſpeaks of the Worms he has exalting thoughts 
of Gcd. 5ly. It would make People more uſefull to others, and better 
neighhours, It -would make meek in paſſing injuries, watchfull againſt of- 
fering of them Phlip 4. 5 Let your Moderation be known unto all Men, 
the Lerd i «t haxd, Gly. It would reife your Judgment, of fin, of 
Croſſes, yea, of things Temporal, Spiritual, and Eternal; Men in health 
living at diftance from the thoughts of Death, Think otherwiſe of things, 
than in Sickneſs, and under the apprehenſion of Death, 9h. It will re- 
gulat your affe&ions you need be very ſober, the day is but ſhort Ecclef, 
Ft. 9. The wiſe Man laughs at the young Man who Lets his heart Looſe 
Telling him, for all theſe _—_— wold come to Judgment. $ly. Beliey- 
ing thoughts of Death, would beat back Temptations toſin, Mortify idols 
and Luſts Job. 31. 13. 14. They would ſay, what ſhould | aniwer for this 
when the Lord rifeth upz It would make people quit boſlum Dalahy 
and Loſe pleaſure in them 2. The proud Man minding Death would 
account litle 'of being like Hawes, the Second perion in the Kingdom. 24y. 
The covetous worldling entertaining, believing thoughts of Death, would 


not be ſo much hunting after xents and profits, Jadd-like Wy ſhele 
ern 5. 56m 4x - wy 
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Maſter, Afath. 16. 16. He faid, what will you give me; and 1 will deliver bum 
uns you, And they covenanted for Thruy peicer of Silver z Nor like Demss 
who forſook Chriſt for the preſent world | 2. Ta. 4 10. 31. Beleiv 

ing thoughts of Death would mortify pleaſures, and all vain dzlights, 

They would be als unſavory as the white of an Egg, the Harlot and 
drunken companion would be an ugly ſight; you would be convinced of 
the truth of that, That theſe pleaſurs Laft but for a ſbort Seaſon, and 
leave a Laſting ing behind them, Heb: 11. 25, Prov: 23, 33 Ygabe- 
leiving thoughts of Death, would make you double your diligence in your 
pace to heaven Eccle. 9: 10, And quicken you to thoſe duties, heart- 
teaderneſs, and bitterneſs for fin, as the Text points, Hexekia» wept fore; 
It would make you earneſt in Self-examination 119. Pſal.59, 59And inſtant 
in prayer Rew, 12.12. And would be « notable ſpurre to preparation for 

Death. 

Lay your account with it, Death is inevitable, and will not. be put off 
as Dywor: puts off their Creditors, with fair words, flattery, Suſpenſions, 
Cautioury, flight; it will purſue, go where you will;nor will it bebrav'd our. 
witha mans power andStation,andthere is none can looſe DeathsAirieſtment. 
Therefore wilely reckon your time,\and the ſhorteſt count is: the beſt, Pſa4 
90. 12. Lord teach us to number aur dayes that we may apply our bearts to wil- 
dew: There was a fool who reckoned on many years and had not a Night 
before him. Luk 12, 20. But Job more wiſely reckoned Death a dayly 
door-neighbour, every day waiting his change, Jeb. 14. 14 Know, that 
your holding here is not property, but Tennent-right, we ſhould alwayes 
bg on a call; O make your reckoning and teſtament in time, Joſiah made a 
ThawenC. who orgy en the Lord with all his Soul with all his 
» with all his might, according to all theLaw of Moſer,n Kingr23.25.&c. 
David made af pn who Gros his Cn ____ 
of God, and fell afleep in Chriſt. Act. 13. 36. Some great men. have. 
made an! Teſtament, as Tebojaham who was buried with the burial of an. 
Aſs. ke lived uudebred and died unlamented, nene to {ay, 4h Lord, or 4b 
bi; Glery, Jer, 22. 18. &c. There are fome whodies andnone to fay, Wert 
is me for him, but that he is well away, andwe are als well quit of himztheir 
Memory Rots, and are remembred with diſdain, Prov, 16. 7. Bus 
the Memery of the juft u bief1d; and they all be bad mieverlafting remembrance, 


Pſal. 112, 6 A good mansnawe never dyes, rhey will ipeak' good of him 


when hes dead; who carce little for him when he-lived, they will __ 
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| 15:5! ghod of MeſerandSemar?nom,who would bave thought meanly of them hag 
3 5 $5" © 3g 


ey lived in their days. | 
Hered that proud utor, who ſlew James and put Peter in Priſon. w 
an ill Teftament, he ſwallowed down /mpious Flarteries,and was eaten 
Vormei 6r ' Lice, that he died, \Fct, 12, 2.3. 23. Some have made an 
ll Teſtament atdeath, who bave uſed Helliſh policy in their Life, as Pharagb 
who deviled to keep down and cruſhed the People of God, and would have 
had his Luſt fatisficd on them. Exod. 1. 10. and 15. 
| warne you preat men who hear me,from thegreateft to the loweſt; many 
cat men has dyed in Srorlans withirrthelſe lixty years;Charity binds me up 
rom {pcaking, of their eternal ſtate, ſome of them ſurvived their Honour, 
aud went off the ſtage as the invff ofa Candle, your Honours will nor go 
under the Turf with yoy-: Many has darr'd and given deharice r0'death, 
that when that pale. Horſc has looked them in the Face, and Conſcience 
awakened on them,changed Colours and quaked'as Belhi2.zer did. Dans. 
5.6, You who are great men had need to walk fo, as death be not terrible 
fo you, 1, Becauſe few ſuch are called and faved.-1 Cer. t, 26.6. Not, 
many Noble, &c. 2. Beenuſe many great men will be ſore put to it at Yaſt 
Kev. 6. 16. 17. To cry to Mountains and Rocks, Fall ox ws and bide wi 
from the face of buy that ſuterh on the Throne, and from the wrath of the Lomb, 
for the great day of bis Wrath it come , and who ſhall be able to fland; Many 
who hold their bead very high now, Mighty men; and chief aptains' 
may be pur to it, and ſome who hears me this day, it may be their caſe. 
[ warne Towr Grace, and my Noble Lords, and much Honoured Gentle- 


| men, take heed what youdo, the judginent, is the Lords;' there be. few 


-Parliaments but ſome Members dye m "the time, or Ghortly after,” God 
knows within a few-dayes where ſome of you will [and for Eternity : 1 
remember within theſe thirty four years, of one who rode in Pomp ro 
Parliament but warmed not his Seat, was hnrfied to his Lodging, took 
bed, and his Sun ſet in a dark and —_ cloud, he was a principal con. 
triver of the overthrow of the Work of Reformation in Sealazd, Take 
heed what you do or deſign, you muſt all dye and: compear 2, Cir: 5,” 16. 
As the word is, | Be manifeſted , diſcovered, lajd open, Your 
deeds your intentions, your Cabin-Counlells, there will be no palliating of 
foul things with fair Colours. | | ds 
I willrell you ro whom Death will be terrible, and* why i'r will 
be rerible*to them. who have not their aggreement-miade with Obd; 'not 
tound.in peace, Them God (vill meet as an enemy. 24. Theſe who has not 
£24 xepent= 
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ind obeyed. the Goſpel Avth fol Virgins A 

repented yed_ the Goſpel, As the fooliſh; Virgins Afath, 25. Chrift 
x Rs the Jews they ſhould dyc.in their fins ungepented of «4 8. 24. 
3h. Who.ly . down in'the duſt and their bones fyll of the fihg of. theig, 
youth, Jab, 26 11. 4. Who, dye in unbelief, to ſuch, God (wears they ſhall 

not enter in his reft, Pak 95. 11- 5. Who haye . not_their work perfect 
before God, bur refts man empty name and profeflion. Kev. 2, 1.2. 6. 

The back{lider in heart, Heb. 10. 38. 7. Theſe who hears the werd and 
doevit not,  Hatth. 7. 26. 8, Who ſets their neft on high, as the fool, who 
laid, he had much goods laid up for many years. Luk, 1%. 19: 9g: The 

perſecuter and contemner of Gods Pcople, as Nabal. 2. Sam, 2g. 10, 38. 
10, Theſe who dye under the plague of a hard heart as Pharaob. Exod. 14. 
11, Death is terrible to theſe who are ſelf Cheaters and Deceivers, who crics 

peace, peace, when ſudden detirution is at the door. 1 Theſ. 5. 3» 1% 

Who dyes neither to bedefired of God nor man. as Jeboram. 2 Chron, 21,20. 
13+ Theſe who dye embracing Idolatry, as 4haz. 2 Chros. 28, 22, .He 

T reſpafſed yet more againſt God, and Sacrificed to the Gods of Daweſcus.. 
14. Theſe who dies without the experimental knowledge of theſe three. 
1. Without the knowledge of Converion, except one be converted he can- 

not enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, Job, 3. 3- 2- Without the knows. 
ledg of Holinets, without which no man, if he were a King, ſball ſee the, 
Face of Gpd in mexcy. Heb, 12. 14+ 3+ Without ſome knowledg, and be-, 
lief of their eternal ing. 2.7 wm. 1,12, I brow im whom | have believed: 
ſays Pani, 1 know of 4 houſe not made with hands, 2. Corr 5. I. 

Queſt, But why will Death be terrible to ſuch? Anſ. Becanſe then they 
will getno defire granted;. not a drop of cold Water to cool the Tongue, 
Luke. 16 24+ The rich Glutton could not obtain. that mean requeſt 2. 
Then their Carnal propes and confidences are battered down, their h 

ives up the Ghoſt, Job. 11, 20. 3. Becauſe then God will be terrible ro 
em, He will meet them as a Boar bereaved of hex Whelps, and rent” the 
Caul of their heart, and devour them as a Lyon Hoſe 13. 8. Confuder, 
thus you that- forget God, leaft be tear you mn preces when none ſhall deliver. Pal, 
©22., & Becauſe then, tear and loſs comes at once, aud there is no hope, 
that their caſe will mend. , | 

Now, would you have death not to bea terrour, but a comfort to youz 
Then 1, Look to it through the righteouſneſs of Chrift, who takes away. 
the Sting, 1 Cor, 19. 55. &c. 2 Be Zions friend, and her King Chriſts friend, 
and embrace him as thy Souls Beloved, and his terms of peace preſcribed. 

3- Look on Death as the Veſſel. _—y will take thee off this troubleſome, 
_ 


/ X 
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Sea to thy eternal reſt. 4. Look on death as Chriſt ſpeaks of it,Our Friend 
Lazarus fleeperb, Joby 11. 11. 5+ Look to it in the promiſe of his preſence,, 
Who will bewith chee when thou goes thorow the dark valley, P/al,2;. 4+ 

6, Look on Death as thy God's Servant, that dare not touch thee, but 
as thy God Will. 7. Be prepared for it : Arc you ready, and your Lamps 
Trimmed? 1 fgar the Eccho of conſcence in ſome, is, Iam yet to Learn 
this Great Leſſon. | 
' Conſider thele things, 1. Wiſhes and would be's will not be takell off 
your hand, Balcaw a Stranger to God, wifhed to dye the Death of the 
Righreous Numb,” 23. 10, O Says the man I would fain be Godly, Thou 
wilt not come toa Bleſſed end if rhou get no more.. Says. Chriſt Blefſed 
is the man whom his Lord finds ſo doing Marth, 24, 46. Not fo wifhing 
that hehad been better. 2: Many meet with Death before they be. ready, 
what knows thou, if thou get time at Death ; What if the Lord anſwer thee 
as Fudges 10. 13. Go to the Gods whom you have ſerved ; Shall 1 rake 
the worlds, the devils, your Lufts, and fins Leavings? 3. Conſider you 
may be confuſed at Death 3 It's harder to dye well than is imagined, Death 
will try-to purpoſe your Graces, duties, and enjoyments ; you have need 
to be buſie, and be as buſie as you can, you will have enough to do, to win 
to patience and affurance. 4. Mind as Death leaves you, Judgement 

find you 3 You will not dye twice, if fo you might take a venture, 
Therefore deferr not preparation, which isof univerſal] and Greateſt con- 
cernment ; !f peace of conſcience, To dye with comfort, To have the Soul 
bound up in the bundel of lite, be of concernment, Then preparation for 
Death is of cencernment ; If eternall well and woe; to eſcape hell, and 
come to Heaven, be of concernment, Then is preparation for Death of con- 
cernment: 

Queff, But wherein confiſts this preparation? Anſ: 1. tn laying up a 
ſtore, a good foundation for the time tocome 1 Tim: 6. 19. To be wiſe 
as the Amr, that provides in Summer for the Winter ſtorm Prov. 6. $* 

2. To live a Righteous holy life, the life 'of a wreſtler with God,as Zacob 
Gen: 32. Thelife of walking with God, as Enoch Gen: 15. The life of Self- 
denyecd-obedience, as Abrabaw Heb: 11, 8. He went on acall, not knowing 
I and the life ofa pilgrim and firanger, Deſiring a Heavenly con- 
try Heb. 11. 12. 

f* ieconfiſts. in having the Keart Sequeſtrat from Luſts, Idols, and Crea- 
ture injoyments, Crucifyed to the world, and the lufts and afteRions there- 
eb Gab: 5. 24 6. 14 | 

4 In 
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4- In being on the watch-tower P/al. 130. Luk 12.37, Blefled: are tho(® 
Servants whom the Lord when he cometh ſhall find watching, 

5. Inhaving Graces in Lively exerciſe, Faith ready for Viſion, and 
Hope for poſlefſion. 

6. [a having thy peace within between God and thy Soul ſecured, the 
Spirit witnefling with your Spirits that you are the Sons of God. Rew, 16 

7. In dying inthe Lord, Rev. 14. 13. Found in Chriſt Phy. 3, g.. Unit- 


ed to Chrift John.” 17. 23. lin them, and thou in me; Commiting the Soul 


to himas a God of trath Pſal, 31. 5, Trufting Chriſt as a ſafe Veſlcl to 
tocarry the through. - y | 

O what an excellent Death is it, to dye inthe Faith of theſe Six things 1. 
That thou are Elected, called, adopted, juſtified, and he is thy God, and 
that thy name is Written in the Lambs Book of life, And thou basno more 
to doe, but ſay, Father in thy hands I commend my Spirit, as ſaid Chrift Luke 
23 . 

4% o dye in the Faith of this, that all his dealings to thee in thy lifes 
have been Mercy and truth, and for good Fl. 25. 10 and thou wilt not 
queſtion his favours; Todye in the Faith of this, that thy Works have 
been accepted,and to ſay with old . Simeon Now lets then thy Servant depart in 
peace, for mune Eyer bave ſeen thy Salwation Luk 2.. 2.9, | 

3- Todycin the faith of the promiſedGlory,and of the out making of all 
the promiſes, that thou can ſay as Pſal. 17, 15+ Worn [ awake 1 ſhall (ce bis 
face wm. Righteguſnes, and be jaticfied as with the likneſs of God. 

4- To Dyein the Faith of this, That Chriſt hath taken away the Sting 
of. Death, and thou haſt intgreft in his ViRories, over Death, Hell, Sin, 
and the Grave, and that he will be with thee, and- meaſure out thy pain, 
and make all thy Bed in Thy Sickneſs. 

5. To Dye is the Faith, That God will viſit his Church, as did F6- 
(epb Gen. go. 24 25- | 

6. To Dye in the Faith, That all the enemies of his Glory ſhall be 
brought down, and his Kiagdom ſhall be cxaltcd. 
| Death will give people experience of theſe five thingr, Of the Vanity of 
the World, of the Truth of the Word, of the Bitterneſs of Sin, of the Ter- 
ribleneſs of falling in the hands of the living God, and of the Sweetneſs of 


"Gods Service to them that ſhall reft from theirLabeurs. 


Many Dye with ſtrong Terrours, aot -prepared, and ſome Stupid, ly 
down witha Lye in their Right-hand Ja: 44. 20. And yet are ſaid to Dye 
like Lambs z They are like a Man put out at the window of a high Tower 

B2z ; in 
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in a Dark-night, and falls in a deep Dirch, Ad is his Wakning, Þ 
. Happy are 'they who are ready, Willing, and defirous ro'Dye, 1, 
There is a Childifh defire of Death, like Achab, who would Dy in a pett for 
Nabutbs Vineyard 1 Kangs 21. 4 "2. A paſſionat deſire like Fonehs for the 
Gourds withering Je#«b 4. 8, 3-' A Rebellious defire, like that -of the 
dfarachtes Nwwb. 14, 2. 4, A folid and Judicious defire, That is attcided 1 
with difigence 'in every duty,' knowing that ſhortly wee muſt pur oft this Ta- 
bernadle 2 Per, 1. 14. 2. With laying up a ftore that wee may be accepted 
of bim 1 Tim. 6, 19.3 With a conſtant waiting for'a _—_—_— 14 
Trimming the Lamps, and girding up the Loyns with the wiſe Virgins 
Math. 25.4. 4With the knowledge of their Well being after Death 2 Cor. 
1. Wee know if our earthly bouſe of thiiTabernacle rrere <iſſolved, Wee bave « 
budding With God, an houſe not made ruth bands'y, ererwal mu the Heavens. * 'F- 
fr's attended with au heart deadnefs to things bere-away ufing the World as 
if wee uſed it not, becauſe time is ſhort a Cor. 7. 2.9. 31, © for ſuch grounds 
of defire. \ 
The ſecond thing I would ſpeak to, is, That who would expe@R- favour 
at Dearth, would tudy Uprightneſs, 1. There is a Mora? Uprightneſs in 
teference to Mens ARtions, which 's 'Graceleſs Man' like 4bimetch may 
hare by reſtraint Gen. 26, 2.an Evangelical Ubrightneſs, that fers the Eye 
and Heart God-ward, which is not an AQ, but a Gracious frame 2nd habit, 
wrought in the Heart, which is the chief ſeat of it; Hypocrify.is like a paint 
that only colours the Skin, This is God's Work,' for no Man can make his 
Heart clean Prov.20.9.1t fits the Soul ro walk with,and ſerve God in the right 
manner, and to deſign the Lords Glory ag the-main end ; The upright Man 
_— no other fountain of Mercy butGod's Grace,and no end of duty but 
's Glory. : 

For conkiemieg the point, x. It ' is the paremptor will of God, 
which. is the. higheſt of Reaſons: God remits from the firſt Covenant 
with' Adam of ablolute perſonal perfeQion but requires a ſecond Cove- 
nant Fion , Gen: 17. x, Uprightneſs, Truth is the inward 
parts Pal, 51.6. Which is the higheſt Believers can attain while on Earth. 2. 
It is highly well plcafing to Ged 1 Chres. 29. 17. 1 know O Lord, faith 
David, thou takes pleaſure door mh nw ; O how well pleaſed was Chr; 
with Nabamel an |iſraelite i in whorh there wes no guile Jobs 1. 47. 
His countenance doth behold the upright Pſ/.1 1.7.they get a good look of 
God ;z Wee ſhould imitat Chrift if wee would do what delrghts God |obn, 
8. 29. He did alwaycs' thoſe things that pleaſed his father, who has no 
Plcafure in fin Z/e. 5, 4 $, This sthe great and chargReriſtical diltinftion 

hat 
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that puts 4 difference berween the Siinz and Hyporrite in point of daties,as 
B Beet x 


berween the Publican and the Phariſce Lok," 18. Between Cam and Abel 
Gen, 4." 4 it is that” without . which 4 man canuot be a trne Chriſtian, 
under the higheſt profeſſion,;and with which a man is a true Chriſtian with 
Leſs profeffion.; Ir is the very ftandart of every Grace and duty, Grace 
withour it, is bur hypocriſy, and dFty withour it is but. iniquity : A Saint 
cannot want it tv Seaſon all his Graces and duties, it qualifies all, It's like 
the blood that runs. through all the veins, the very life of the Chriſtian 1. 
Faith moſt be unfeigned 1 Tim, 1. 5, There werea fort of people ſeemed 
to truſt in God, bur were not ſincere, they :hought not. as they ſpoke the 
Lord could not abide them P/al, 78, 35-36-37- 3 Repentance muſt be 
ſound, the Lord challenges ftigned turning to hum [er.3.10.Wethaye nced. to 
pray, Lord wath our Teares from hypocriſy.” [ #j £44 
3» Lovetq God mult be fincere, ofelſs wee are curſed Eph: 6, 24, 1. 
Cor: 16. 22. There were ſome whe pretended great reſpedt to God, and un. 
dertook' fair "Jef, 4% 2- 3- & 20. 21. but ſtood not by it, they were falſe 
difſemblexs in theix hearts, they never kept a word. Jer. 44,” 16. They 
down = ave therſclves the Lye, and declared they would not do:as 
they ha faid. 4 Love to eur neizbbour muft be fincere, wee muſt leye him 
with 4 pure, Heart fervently 1. Pet, 4. 22. 5*. Prayer to God niuſt be fincere 
1. Tw. 2, $.' Wee muſt lift up pure hands. 6, preaching muſt be as of 
fincerity ,in the fight of God | 2 Cor. 2. 17* In a word wee have fo much 
grace in good earneſt, as we have fincerity, and no more, Laff reaſon (none. 
cMe can expe& Heavens glory, and who wants Hope of Heaven cannot dye 
with comfort "Muh, 5: B. Bleſſed are the 'pwre wm beart, they fall ſee God, 
Pſal. 140, i;. ' The x whe cr and only ſuch, ſhall dwelf in hisprelence Pſal- 
15.1. 2» Only theſe who walk uprightly, ſhall dwell in his boly Hill, With- 
out Faith, repentance, love, we cannot be ſaved Jobs. 2, 18. 1, Cor. x3 
Lak. 13.3 ' | And without uprightnes we have none of theſe. A depends 
on this '6ne thing; both in point of ptefent comfort, and everlaſting happi- 
neſs without this, the ſoul is loſt when we have done all we - canſ 
There is great need to.try it,for both Sincerity'and Hypocrily Iyes deep im 
the heart, 8 both may be over-looked:A Gracious Soul may be | calous he 
wantsiron miſtakes s. Becauſe of decays in Grace; To remove this, con- 
Gder 1,Perer hid his decayes, yet his heart was rig tin the main, x while wee 
are here the beft have ſome remaind: rs of corruy tion to mgltft them, The 
is none pertet Km, 7.20, Hone't Paul complains of au ilf Whrour Si 
dwclling in tam. 3, # decay may be apprehended, and appear $ xe Where 
[5 
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I not, there may be « growing at the root in humility, as in winter,the 
ſap goes to the root of the tree, and keeps life in it, 

2. Some queſtion their uprightnels becauſe of Severe rods, Thy wuneſes 
are agdinft me faith Job,1o. 17. 1 anſwer, this were to queſtion that Gold 
were Gold, becauſe put in the fire to be refined and purged of its drofs, the 
beſt Saint on earth has ſome droſs of coxguption to be purged away by the 
Croſs Iſar. 27. 9 In heaven the Saint is' all Grace, and no. fin, in hell the 
ſigners isall fin and no Grace, © | he. 

3- Some Tealous their ſincerity becauſe of diſtrating vain thoughts 
in duty, I anſwer, this is dangerous, for thus you condemne the generation 
of the righteous; There ſhould be none fincere on earth, if this did hold ; 
There be none who wants theſe; but aretheſe thoughts thy burden, art thou 
Ariving againft them, and hates them Pal, 119. 113, Thou dces not 
cheriſh them,, Ks well. * A 

4+ Say ſome, my Self-love fears me : I Anſwerthere is a Selt-loye in Sub- 
ordination to the Glory of God, whereby a man aims in the: firſt place 
at God's glory, and then his own happineſs, That is Lawtul. There is again 
x {clf-love in competition wherein 'a man regards Self: moxe then God's 
glory, that is unlewfull,and a ground of Jcaloufic when a man puts himſelfe 
in Gods xoom. 

Uſe, For trial 1. The upright man his work 1$ about his heart to 
purge it; He knows fin in the heartis worſe thay fin io the lite : Sin in the life 
may d from weakneſs of grace, fin in the heart trom ſtrength of corrup- 
tion?fal.66. 18, If1 regaird inquity zn-my heart no hearing of prayer. There 
be two things'the Sincere looks moft to, His God that he may be Honous- 
'ed, and his heart that it may be reformed ; Hypocrits are moſt upon our- 
wards, and juſtifies their hearts by venture, The upright man negle&s 
not his outward work,he knowsas to negledt the heart argues Hypocriſy, ſo 
£0 neglect the life argues profanity z He looks to hoth, bur moſt to the heart, 

2. The upright Man has a two-fold univerſality, one as toſm, another as 
to-duty.1, For fin, bis heart is carried out againk all fia,ſecret as well as 
open becauſe it is againſt the Lord, as Jeſpeb Gen. 39, 9. and David P/al: 
12,The hypocrits fails berce,he refrains from ſin obvious to the world only, 
The upright man ſers himſelf againſt ſmall fins as well as great z, /r's truc 
 asfin is againſt God, and his holy Law, there is no fin ſmall, but there are 
degrees of ſins, the upright man ſetts himſelfe againſt bis own fin, his 
precominant, The fin of conſtitutien Pſal. 18, 23. Yea, he hates every 
falſe wayP[e.239.104-T here be ſame gors over the belly of known _—_ 
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ledged principles intheir fin;Some ſay a ina ſhould not commit adultery, who 
will commit adultery, ſome will abhore /dols, that will com mit Sacrilege 
Rom. 3.28. Some will abhore ſwearing, Thi#ft, whoredome, who will debauch 
time and with tipling and drunkenneſs, 3s is to be guilty of the 
Breach of the wholeLaw, becauſe it is a deſpifing that aftthority that is flamp- 
ed onall the commands Jam: 2. r0, 1, % 

21 The upright man his heart iscarried ont to allduty, to eſteem all Gods 
commands concerning all things to be right Pſ«l. 119, 128, To have a good 
Conſcience in all things Heb: 1 g, 18, Who obeyes one command for Gods ſake 
will obey what ever he commands, | ” WOE eng e 

- 2 —_—_ prefles the Mans heart to reach the higheſt attainments 
of Grace, the hypocntes obedience 15 ſtinted, but Pex/ forgets things be- 
hind and preſſes forward Phil 4, 12. 13. 1 | 

4 The upright Man baulks no duty tor ſuffering, fome come out of 
Great tribulatioo waſhing, their Garments in the Blood of the Lamb,” Kev. 

» 14. 
c Vi. 1, Forexhortation, O Study uprightneſs 1 Becauſe its rare; and 
ill looked on in tae world, Aficeb, 7, 2, there are none upright among men; 
Pſa. 12, 3, The faithfull fails from among the Childeren of men Job, 12,4 
The juſt upright Man is laughed to-ſcorne ; It is fora Lamentation, thar 
fincere Soules are thin lown un this generation, if there be any more ſincere 
than another, they are like the ſpeckled bird er, 12. 9. That all: the birds 
of the Field gazeth' on /ſai«b. 8, 18. / and the Children whom the Lord 
has given me, are for ſigns and wonders in Iſrael, the World: cannot abide 
ſuchProv.2g,l7, He that 1s upright in bu; way is an ebonutation to the wicked ;So 
much rhe more ſtudy uprightnes, 2. Conlider there is nograce like it, and 
no grace without it, it denominatsa man a Chriſtian,and'a Bleſſed man Pfaf 
119. 1. 3. It gives confidence before the Lord in prayer 1 Joby 3 21. Prov. 
15+. 8. The prayer of the upright is his delight, ſuch are wet: 
come -to .God in their adreſſes, ' that is a- Rich Bleſling Jim 4. 8: 
4- Such ſhall be made glad and Glory in the Lord; who ure upright, in their 
hearts Pſa/ 6.4. 10. $5- The Upright Man fhall keep: his feet when falſe- 
heod will fail Prov. 10. 9 He walks ſurely Ja. 17. The refuge ot Lyes 
ſhall be ſweeped away, the Upright may have many Enemies, but God 
Almighty is on his fade Gem. 17. 1.P/al.5'5, 16, 18. Many are with me fays Da- 
wid, they fhall get their feet on the Neck of all their Enemies '®ſal. 49, 14; 
The Upright ſhall have domigion in the Morning. 6, Uprightnehs ſupplies 


many. 
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many defe&s, when ene can appeal ro God anent the ſincerity of his Heare 
« Pant did Att x3» 1 7; The Hpright have eoom im the Saints, Prayers 
Pſul. 11.5. 4. Do good Q ; Lord to; thew-\(bet be gord, be chrm whe: are up+ 
right in the hearts, $. Sincerity Crowes all our with verente, Hy- 
[ .f of times,.' like the good 


pacriſy fipcerity holds out in the wo 
ground, It's fruitful notwithſtanding of ſcorching heat, Lake 8. 15. 94 
Without this all duties are a Lye Pal, y8. 234- &c, They prayed and fiate- + 
red.God, and Lyed with their Mouth, for their Heart: was not right with 
God. 16, The upright man haz comfort in the greateſt Extremity and 
ſtorm of his Life, a boſome friend : Pav/, when he-b5d the ſentence of Death 
againſt himſclf and others, ſaid, this is 6ur rejoyeing, the Teſtimony of our 
conſcience, that in Emplicity and Godly ſincerity we have had our Conver- 
Ation in the World 2 Cer: 1, 9, 12; This makes the Man's Face to ſhine, 
and makes, quictne(s within Prev; 144 44»: Whereas an ill conſcience is 
like 2 gnawing worm , aheayy loed aboyeaburden. Then fancerity gives 
comfort irthe laft Extremity of Death, Adark the perſe?, bebold the uprichs 
tbe end of that man is peace, tho'he Dye in Warr Pl. 37: 37; O that fares 
when the Heart does not reproach in a Dying-hour jo 27. 6. and God not 
2.terrour £0 the Man, y that Man bes wntereſt imthat premiſe, - that's 
ofa wide $ Pſal. 84,11, The Lord Gad « # Son and s ſpield, tadiret 
Comfortand. » he will give Grace and Glory, and withold no goed 
thing from him that walks uprightly. «(3 
Queft. How ſhall wee win to this lovely defirable thing ? 1 Be con- 

vinced of heart unſoundnes, make anerrand te God for it P/al. 119, 86, Let 
my Heart be Sound in thy fatuis. Pſal 51, 10,Creat © Lord ts me | «clean heart 
2.\tudy much the attributes of Godeſpecialy his ommiſciency Heb.4. 13.1 3.0 
things are uaked & open before bun with whom we bavevo doe keepGod in yaurEycy 
that is injained Gen. 17. 1,Jalk beſor me and be upright ; This keeped Joſeph 
right wo. 39: 9, You jr + ſteel to the back if ou 
fight; thi eons fa .& 25415. 'Keep upon your hearts t 
perſwalign of his Alſceing- Eye, what pb ia many ſo unſtable, they for- 
get God, 3,keep Heaven. in Eye, this kceped Mofes right amidſt many 

1088 20d ſnares, he peQ to the rec of reward Heb, 
21, 26. This keeped : Poul xight, that he fainted not, he minded the exceeds 
ing and eternal weight of Glory 2 Cort 4, 16, 17, You will faint and give 
over IK your: Alreatobe fafined on things that arc ſeen, you will take tothe 
neareſt ſhore,. ſo-has been leen of an apoſtat generation. . . 
 Thelaft branchof the point,they who would have comfort in My 6 
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have a Religious wwſkin their Life, $A what gyo. inthe Lords ſight 
Walking is a effive motion, nor like thatof tho door on the. hinges 
that moves ut goes not foreward. | | 
Conſider theſe things for clearing this point, 1. Wee are commanded 
to- walk in the Lords way, and that conſtantly Dear. 19, g. Walk ever 
in his ways. - 2. The Saints have reſolved this as Pſa. 119, 112, and are 
injoyned to make inquiry after the Lords way tor this end: Jer. 6.16. 3» 
The Lord commends thoſe who make cenſcience of their walk, as Zachars- 
4: and Elzbech Luk, 1. 6. Whoſe commendation will never dic. 4+ The 
Lord threatens them ſore who looks not to thelr walk Jer. 9. 14. Lever 26. 
21. &c, he will heat the furgace ſeven times wore for them. F. It is one 
of the precious promiſes of the New Covenant, that the Lord will give us 
his ſpirit ro cauſe us walk in his way, Ezek. 36. 27. 6. The Lord calls for 
it asa chiefevidence of a Souls ſenſe of Kindneſs that wee walk bumbly with 
our God, Much.6 $. 7. The Lord's people ſenſible of kindneſs have iv- 
gaged thenſelves to this Pſa/, 116. 12, &c. What ſhall Irender to the Lued > 
1-will walk before the Lord,” 8. You will find the Lord quarrels no yo 
ſo much for their wordsas for their walk Dexc. 5. 28. 24. They had well 
ſpoken, O ! fays the Lord, that there were ſuch a heart in them to fear 
me, and keep all my Commandements,the Man is only blefled in his deed, 
7am. 1.25. Many are {trangers to a Chriſtiau Walk. 1. ſome will not fo 
much as give God fair words for all his favours, but Sacrifices to their 
own Net Hb. i. 16. 2. Somecomplement God in words, and little af- 
fected in their hearts Pal. 1086. 12. 13. They ſung his Praiſe but ſoon for- 
got his Works, and waited not for his Counſel. - 3. Some with ſome kind 
of ſenſe will commend God in words, who never came the length of a 
Chriſtian Walk; profeſs they know-God, and in Works deny him. Te. 

1, 16, theſe are nana : 
weflion, Why are moſt people pleaſed with a profeſſion without = 
os walk, 1, From Ignorance of God, as if he would beput off with 
fair words and bare acknowledgment, this is a mocking of God. 2 It 
flows from undervaluing of his Mercies, as if they were worth no more. 
3- Becaule there is not ſo much difficulty in profeilion andwords, as in a 
walk  1t is Grace that muſt diſpoſe to this, the Devil cares not how much 
you complement God-with Words, if the heart be not toward God, and 

your walk commend you not to him. | 
1, As ever you would ſhew a ſenſe of the Lord's kindueſs in your life, 
and expe hn kindneſs at Death move con{cience of a Religious walk : I 
prie: 
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preſs it with theſe Arguments. 1. It is your Chriftian walk that will put 
to filence the ignorance of fooliſh men and convince others 1 Pet. 2, 15. 

+2. lts the walk that will beſt ſecure pezce of conicience in the worſt of times 
Pal. 119. 165. Gree peace have they which love thy Law : © and nothing ſhall 

+&-ud them, "3. It is your walk that will keep the paſſage open to God in 
all your neceſſicies, the man is barr'd out who kears and dues net, Ezeh. 

"33+ 37+ he will not be inquired of ſuch, bur ſet his face againſt them Ezek, 
T4-2. 8. The Wanderer an1 Adulterer what ever he profeſs, he is not wel- 
come to God, Pſal,50, 16, &c. 4. It is your walk that will differenee you 
froni t\e World, not a common gift or prefeſſion Luk, 18 In theſe a Hy- 
pocri:e may go beyond a Gracivus Man. $5, There is nothing ſweeter for 
a Man to refle& on when the Eye-firings are breaking, than lor a Man to 
"Have that to ſay, that he has Exerciſed himſelf always to keep aConſcience 
void of offence toward Godund Man iri his walk,and in this Hezek1ab had 

. ground of Comfort, but it was not the ground of his Confidence; that was 
placed in Chriſts Righteouſneſs. | - | 

- "Uſe; 2, 1 would offer theſe things by way of Advice. 1, If you would 
walk ſo as to commend God, end expe& comfort at Death, ſct your Face 
to the right Airt to Z#n Jer. 50. 5. To Glorify God in all yout Adtings. 
2; Have your Salvation much in your Eye, as preferable to all things, - 
Many forget they have immortal Souls; all their care is tor things below 
Heaven. 3. Study much acquamtance with the word 2s the Rule Gal. 
6, 16. He that walksaccerding to that Rule, peace ſhall be upon him and 
\ Mercy, as upon thee /ſrael of God, 4. Eye Chriſt muecli as your pat 
and abſolute copy 1 John 2.6. Walk as he alſo walked. 5. Look farther 
than Grace within Pſal. 71. 16. faith David / will go m the frength of the 
Lord God; you will miſcarry if you take on upon your own heads, 6. Be 
oft taking account of your ſelf, that you may better recover a loft fiep Hep. 
I. 7. Contider your ways P/al, 119, 59. 1 thought upon my ways, and tmned 
my feet to thy teflimones. | 

Vſe. 3 There be ſeven fort of people reprovable. 1. Theſe who walk 
m black Ignorance and have no per{ſwaſion of thmgs in their own winds, 
only receive ſuch and ſuck things from cufts:m or pradtice of others, theſe 
cannot keep a firaight courſe. ' 2, The prophane carnal walker Exch. 16. 

227. The Phulsftmes vere aſhamed of what the /raclres did; Wee are all 
ſhamed inthis Generation, and Heathens if they were among us, would 
be aſhamedof us : Hew many of all Ranks, walks in Drunkenels, Lyin 


Swearing, Whoredome, Sabbath-breaking, Living 2 my T4 
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bringing forth the Fruits of Atheiſm, which excluds people out of Meaven 
and , the wrath of God 1 Cor. 6. 9 10. Eph. 5. 6. I am affraid 

there is a ſtorm of Wrath and Vengance coming onthe Land, if matters 

mend not, if Mercy and Repentance prevent not. g. Some are incoalide- 
rat in their walk, ſome miſtake,placing all cheir Religion in Zeal, and it may' 

"bs baſtard Zeal without knowledge, people nor knowing what ſpirit they, 
are of, Rows, 10. 2.Luk, 9. 55.2nd ſuch have a kind of heart abhorrence of pru- 
dence,others place too much in prudence,and gives no kindly way to Zeal, 
ſuch will not commend God,nor are on their guard againſtTemptations and 
Snares. , 4. Some couſult more their wit than their conſcience,in all their 
aQings,but it is not right if conſcience have not « vote in the matter, ſuch 
will go « black gate readily inan hour of Temptation, and lo at length be, 
taken in their own craftine(s 1 Cor. 3. 19, 5. The timerous walker altho*he | 
have good inclinations and meanings, yethe 1s caſily ſcarred from the moſ 

ary duties Prov, 29,25.the fear of man is a ſnare, ſuch will make, a Slave 
of theix Conſcience, and lay their Soul in pawn te reſcue themſelves from, 
danger, 6G, the unconfiant walker will never Glorify God, all his Religion 
lies in ſtarts, his Goodneſs wears off like the Morning Cloud and early Dew,, 
Hol. 6. 44 7. The Lazy Chriſtian, whe makes no progreſs, going frons, 
ſtrength to firength P/al,84. 7. The motion of ſome is ſo {low that it is hard 
to gueſs whether they be bound for Heaven or Hell; Be more ſerious and 
diligent. 

chars not how you will take it, but it ever your Religion paſs current 
before God, ts your walk will bear the ſirels of its commendation. 

1 wouldadd atew things ftortly by way of Caution,in reference to your 
walk 1. Beware you be not in League with any known Sin, Unmortifick 
Luſts, unrepented of 1dols, you will never have a day to do well if you re- 
gard Iniquity in your Heart, for then you haye ne acceſs to God Pfal. 66 
18, 2, Beware of misbebaving to the ſpirit of God, by whoſe influence 
and aſliftance alone, you can moye in the way of God, Tempt hin 
nor as Anzenas and Serbia did AG. 5. 9, Vex him not as theſe Rebelli- 
ous perſons did, who made God turn their Enemy //a, 62. 10 Rebift him. ' 
not as theſe ſtif-naked, and uncircumciſed ihe id, AF, 7., 53 
Zuenich uot his motions 1 Thef: 5, 19, Grieve Kim not Epb: 4, 39» .if you 
adventure thus ts miſcarry, you will not ſtep x right Niep.. 3+ Beware of 
_—_— familiar, frequent haunt and converſe - with perſons 
perverſe in principles, that you receive not of their Plagues, Rev, 18, 4, 
and with perſons perverſe in praRtices, that you learn notheir ways, an 
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"get a ſnare to your Souls Prov: < 24, . {, For bold adventures in this has 
the ruine of this Generation, Prov: iz« 30. A companion of fools ſhall 

be deftroyed : You may have a bad Acquaintance and Relation to whom 
you mult no ways miſ-bchave. by. incivility, and you may buy and (ell 
witha 7#rk, Bur touch with them in a point asa ball on a plain that 
ſoon'rolls off, -butchuſe no wicked Companion. 4. See that you be not 
_ with exceffive Love of the World, 1 John 2, is, If any man love the 
orld, the love of the Father is not in him; This Love and exceſſive care of 
the World,ſtifles and choaks good motions Afateb. 13.22, As it was with 
the young man in the Goſpel Manh: 19 22, And- Demers imbracing the 
preſenr World, turned his back upon the way of God. z Tix: 4 10, it you 
edverr not to theſe things, you can never walk in truth and with s per- 


1 would addrefle my ſelfe to this Honourable Court 3 I know not if 
ever I ſhall preach more, or ſome of you hear more, 1. You have many 
Eyes of men on carth on you, and his Eyes that are like a flam of fire 
Rev. t. 14, 2. You beara great figure by office, called Gods Pſa/. 82, 1, 
and Fatbers to the people Gem. 45, 8, 1ſu 45, 19, and many other fiiles 
of grear import, 3, God ſeverely threatens Magiltrats if they misbehave, 
who are neitker above inſtruftion, nor without correQtion,if they fail Jot, 
£2, 2i; He potret contempt vpon Princes, and weakens the ſtrength of the 
mighty. 4, You are able to many dithculties and dangers, which many 
ſee not, who will readily ubſerve your detects, 5. Your task 1s great, 0 
hear the plaints of the poore, to reprefle the infolencie of the proud, and 
Miniſter juſtice toall . Altho' God has exalted you above others, you atc 
ſervants to SubjeFs to watch for their well Rom. 13* 1. 2. Therefore 
rake heed, beware, 1. Of unſcaſonable undue contendings, that ye con- 

« fume not one another Gal.5, 15, unite in what is trucand good 2 Beware 
ef Tyrranny and oppreſſion, Fathers of the republick, ſhould not provoke 
people to wrath, no more nor Natural Parents {hould provoke their 

. Childrea Eph. 6,4. 5, No mans power on earth is abſolut, but Limited, 
Kings muſt have revenues to pur thera in better capacity . Exre. 4+ iz, 
And they thould have more in tine of warre than in time of peace, then 
our Hearts muſt be inlarged without grudge, to wake a liberal oftering;, 
better venter much then Lofle all : } hope the Lord will help thas Honoyr- 
able Court, to ſhun what may grind the faces of the pore, and what is, 
heavy to widows and Farherleſs, or may break credit in the Nations 
but none will miſcontrud to require what icuds i@ the honour of 576 Kung, 

to 
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to whom we ow ſo much, and ſecks nothing for hinaſelfe, but what. is for 
the ſafty and ſecurity of the Nation. $9; Beware of pride, and upliftednels 
of Spirit, which overthrew Fharaob and Hewen. 4, Beware of perfons, 
and things that may prove dangerous to Kirk, or-State.. 5, Bewarne of 
Crudulity, try before you truſt | thay - ye. be. not impoſed: /0n, 
Sathen may borrow. Peters Tongue. ta /;give''>bad advice :to his - 
Maſter Marth .'16, 22, 6 Beware of Self-ſecking, - the plague :of -the-gen- 
ration,it's a brand of infamy, eſpecialy in-Great men, where it 15, it's a Jeep 
Large gulf, in which ſome 'Mens motions all center, as did Judas, 'who be- 
trayed Chrift, and Pur who: to wm the.- peoples . and gratify: Ceſr, 
crucified Chrift, over the Belly of his Gonczence; and warning ofhis 
wife z He madea foul hinder end; We: have oft {marred by men of that 
temper : We may cry out as its in Phd. 2, 21, All Seek thew own huge, 
not the things which are feſus Chriſte, ſuch, whatever fruit they bring forth, 
being to Selfe they are reckoned empty Hos: 10, 1, There bethree U! pro. 
perties ſome have, which come all to one; Time-ſer ving, M4 an-pleafing, 6elf- 

ſeeking; A Self-ſeeker will ſerve the humor of any time, whom he es 
this year, he will carreſſe the next, 1f the wind blow ſo,and it. may ſerve 
a turne He will ſtudy to pleaſe men( tothe venture of his Soul ) it they 
command him this day to doe, hes ready, and if the nex day, to undo, 
he is alwayes at command, ſuch -are not unlike that Refe Ecclefiaftick in 

England, of whom its ſtoried, he would fand wab but fall with nowe, 
As Proteſtant or Papift had the aſcendants accordingly 'he moved,” and 
when asked,, how he came to ſtand ſo? He anſwered, he keept ſtill one 
principle, and that was to hold his Living, 

I would adviſe you to theſe things in your walk. 1: Labcurfor agood 
yp, <> in things, be not head ftrong in what may endanger, As David 
in an humour, would: number the People, 2 Sem 24, what | tends dire 
ly to Gods glory, conſtancy in that is a commendation. - ' Dawe never 
changed his purpoſe of building the houſe of the Lord, Prob, 2324 5. And 
of paying his Vows, Pſal, 66, 13," iq. 2. Be well acquamt: with” the word, 
The word of the Lord to ſome is a reproach, they have no delight in it, 
they mock it, ]er, 6, io. Such are theplague of their jon. in 
the word the rules of Goverument axe huſcrt, che fins and Inares of Ruler 
are rel:ted, the exanyples of pod, and bade are propoſed, for imitation and 
caunun: You woaldexamine all inftruftions of | Men, by the injonRions 
of the word, and fteer your cogric by this compaſs, if you would Land 
fair when you go oft the fiage of time. '2.- Have' a good care of the fiate, 
it will acver be wc ll wich the Kirk it ic be not well with the fiate F:al 2i 
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: laſt, rhe wicked walk os every Sdegwhen _ men aro txalted;Some endingers 
crowned heads, and runs them on- precipices; Kiugs ſhould make choice of 
Favorites, men fearrwy God, loving truth, bating covetonſnes, Exod, 18, 21. 
. Þ1aby ions 2, Oc. © L will behave my elf wiſely in a perte& way, O when 
© wilt theu come-unto me: 1 will walk within my houſe with a perfe& 
; heart; he looked: well to his Court and-his Family he abandoned the de- 
-ceitfull workers, and made choiſe of the Faithfull ot the land. 4. Be care- 
rfull to-make good Laws, conform to the word of God, the | law of laws, 
.and that there 65 OuS-execution of good -Laws, 'made, or to be made 
_which-46:the life of the Law, Laws arc not for Theory, -but for Practice, 
; the beſt practice on the Peoples part, is obedience, en the Magiſtrats part, 
is 'execution, duly. and impartaally applying rewards - and Puniſhments. 
- Cruel were theſe Laws Damel. 2, and 6, Chapters, and AQ 4. and 5, Chap. 
.rers, forbidding Preaching, prayer, apd worſhip to Godz: we have ſmarted 
.under { me ſuch grievous Laws; the vigorous execution of crue] Laws, 
-broke the work of Reformation, God forbid the {lack or none execution of 
good Laws, fhould | ruine | it once more. I muſt warne you 
all who: hears: me, if any of you has had a hand-w the lite Fer- 
feution,, directly or indirectly, - in lefs or in more, in Fining, Confin- 
ing, Impriſonment, Banifhment, 'Torture, Intercommuning, Shedding 
of Blood, Repent or dear thall you buy it. 5. Your chief care would be about 
Religious concerns, to advance Zyzonr welfare, as David by yew and Oath 
Thews his cencernment Ps4l4132. 1. Let net what concerns Zn be reckon- 
.ed/ a 'by-work, . ſo. did not Devid, Pla, 137, + He preferred Jeruſalem to 
his chicf joy,and,as wirh-a curſe, wiſhed that he might neither have Skill 
nor power to Act, ifhe ſhould forget or ſlight Ziv 2: Mind how God 
reſents and ſpeaks with contempt, of thoſe whe poſtponed the building of 
®the Temple ( which was the principal fruit and end of their deliverance, ) 
rothe bullding of their own houſes, and tells plainly, they ſhould nor thrive 
the. better of it, what they earned, cb d put-it in a bag with holes, 
Hagr r. 6. 3. Mind the exampleof the Jews, when they were ſtirred up 

to build the Te 
Walls of Jernsalem. to hold out the enemy, bur 'they began to build the 
houſe of God; happy theſe whoare ſo diſpoſed ro prometthe publick inte- 
reſt of the Church more than their own. -4 ' For your own* lak& 'be 'con- 
cerned in the:Lords intereſts, -and he will be concerned irt you in theſe five 
Reſpects. 4. He will be concerned in your honour; The Lord reftnts' the 
indignity done to Magiſirats, and Stigmatizeth theſe who deſpiſe Pw 
ea 18-333 4 w = | ONS 
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mple, Ezre. 5, i, 2. They fay not, we muſt hr{t build the 


kions, and ſpeak evil of dignities jaw? ©Theſe that bonour me, I will 


< honour, who deſpiſeth me ſhall be lightly eficcmeds i Sam, 2, 30, 2. 
He, will be concerned in your heuſe and Family, 1.Chron, 14i3 14. 'The Lord 
bleled the houſe of Obed-Edemn and all thar he had, becauſe of .the Ark of Ged;z 
And the Lord promiſes. z Sam, 7. T'o build David a ſure Houſe, becauſe 
of his reſpect to his houſe. 43. The Lord will be concerned in your thriving 
P:al, iz2 6. They ſkali proſper 'that love Jerasralew, ſo did ores, Johns 
and bthers proſper upon this Account- 4. The:-Lord will be concerned in 
your ſafety in a dangerous time; when the Lord threatuedold and young by 
a Deftroying Angel, he allows a mark of proy identialprelervation to be {ct 
on ſuch, Ezek, 9.4, 5 The Lord will be concerned _ in ,your 
Conſolation, Ia. 66 10, Such Perſons ſhall ſhare . of Jerasdlems j9ys 
5, Loſe not a Seaſon of doing fervice to the Church, and caſing her of 
what is grievous ; Theze.1s a hazard in this Eccles:: 10, ta, what thy. 
hand finds to do, do it with all thy might, for there is no work nor. device 
in the grave; you wot not if ever another opportunity. be put in- ſome of 
your hands: Some are off the ſtage, who loſed a Seaſon, you may rue 
it out of time, do what remains, and is needfull to be done for advancing 
the work of God;remember what Afordecay ſays toEfber Efh. 4.14. If thou 
«hol! thy peace at this time,then ſhall there enlargment and deliverance come, 
© to the Jews from another place, but thou, and thy Fathers. Houſe. ſhall 
& be deſtroyed, and who knows whether thow art. come to the Kingdom 

« for ſuch a time as this zIf. you be inconcerned in hismatters, he will be als 

inconcerned in you, and break you if you prefer your own houſe © ro his 
' G, In order to this, promote piety, 1, By your commands as Aſs 2. Chron i4. 
2, 4, He did that, which was good and right in the Eyes. of the. Lord.: his 
God, and commanded Jud to ſeek the L ord God. of their Fathers, and 
ta do the Law and commandemevt : And Jofiab 2, Chron. 34, Covenanted 
the people to walk after the Lotd.. 2 By the example of your perſons and 
Families, as C14 David and [oſx "ſal. 101, and Joſhus 24, For this end. 
flrive to get divine principles, according totheſe, will your ations. be, 
Let God's Statues be che men of, your Council, and his Glory, the end 
of vour ations ;, Cenflenrms, the Father of Conflentme, tried his.Conrtiers, 
wiſely z who adhered to truth, he honoured them ; who. fore-ſook Chriſt 
them he degraded & ſaid, who were falſe toGod,would never be true to him:. 
Much dcpends on Magiltrats their perſonal carriage and theirCourts ; Leads 
ers of people calily cauſes them to crre 'ſas 9. 16, One wicked man in au- 


thority deſtroyes much good, Ecclr g, 18; Their example is ſo powerfull 
JB 


M29 rok (44) 
$> Encoufage and ſtrengthen the hands of painful, fachfull Minifters; meg 
according to Gods own Heart, 4, Diſcountenance what ſwels- of fuper- 
ſion and Jdolatry; Wee'are glad that.courſe has been taken , and-will be far- 
ther taken by. his Majeſties Honourable . Privy Council;to eaſe the Land of 
Jeſu Priefi, the Grand trafficquers, who fuſe the Vettome'of cruel and 
damnable mgery the fopperys of ſur erſtitious and unſcriptural conceirs 
and have becny and are the principal abetters of -horrid cruelties;. Such 
have been too much carrefſed by many 4. Have a fervent care to look well 
to ſeminaries of Learning z It's an old trick of Rome to poiſon the fountains 
that the ſtreams may be mudded ; Much d on the piety, principles, 
andex:mple of Maflers, young ones may ſoon get a wrong ſet that will 
-not eaſily cure; It's dangerous to ſuck in poyſon with milk. 5. Be carefull 
of the eſtabliſhed Goverment of the Church, which-we own as founded on 
the word of God,in which theſe five things are exprefle. 1 Anent its Officers 
as ye have them” diſtinguiſhed Epb. 4 us 1 Theſ. 5. 12, 1Tm. 5. 17, 
Aet. 6, And not « Prelat among, them all, 24. Its Courts and Judicatories 
Marth. 18,16. 18, It was no civil Courts meant there. g, Subordination 
of Lefſer Judicatories to Greater Af; 15. 4. Wee have the order of pro- 
cedare in relation to cenſure Match 18. 16. 5+ The naturall kind of theſe 
cenfures, not Bodily but Spiritual ; And there is a Charge to obſerve 
alt 'theſe things inviolable untill Chriſt ſecond .coming i Tom. 54 24. 1. 
Tim, 6.14 Wee moft fay, rhat the Scors ſoil could never agree with Pre- 
leicknor Eraftien domination: This government was owned. by Amibaſſy- 
dours from moſt ef the reformed Churches of Europe at the ſynod of Dor: 
and ſabcrived by them all fave two; it was ſolemnly ſworn to be perſons 
of all ranks in this Nation an Hundered yeares age ; It is moſt adapted 
to the ends ef an E.ftabliſhed Miniſtry to. edify Souls and to guard againſt 

viceand crrour Eph: 4.i1. 12, - 
Beware of what may give aBack-ſet to thiszGovernment & is grievuees to 
it for I'may venture uf at Sco:landthere 1s ſo ſtrong a twiſt in the preſent 
eſtabliſhment ber wixt Kirk and State rhat they may reckon heart friends & 
fpes rogerher that who are Heart. friends to the State will be freinds to the 
Kirk as now eſtablifhed for I Fudge it will be found, friends to this intereft 
will be found in Scotland, Hi Majefies beſt Friends if not His only 
Ericads whatever others pretends for their own ſafty advantage or advance- 
ment, Our readines to venture and offerin a Wngentns Juncure: ta not 
unknown : / may ſay in Scotland if Kuayg Wilkew bad a they would 
wke but'a ſmall Bayalaen of txuſtics. that would be faund oa the —_; 
, 4 * an « ide hs 6 F - "neither 


| * F-neithes thivk ner ſpeak fo of (55 Fw: :there of tl " ml 
| Exyland, how many-there 6f the Epiſcopal 

| perſwaſuny have giver; and do give 'p4 proofs of their ' Loyaltie, & 
good afteftion to The Kang, beyond all exception. 

There hasheen, a great work abour taking in of Conformiſts, in Scotland 
to the Goyeranieas, but how have they __— the condeſcendency of Par- 
liament, to make application and qualify themſelves? Yea they are imbold- 
ned by the forbrarange of Chusch and State ; nor have wee taken the ud- 
vantage allowed, not that we are for Cruelty, but for Charity, which we 
have extcaded'to.ſome for their fupply, and inclines yer todo ſo, withing 
that the moſt needy and beſt affefted might ſhare of the Charity of al, yet 
are wee not fond at medling with them, knowing their temiper z There 
are a number taken in by us, 1 deny not, there may be ſome more ſober, 
Serious, and deſerves more incouragement than others ; I judge we are 
| through the throng of them, and wiſhes they be-all-ſound at the heart: 
For thoſe we received in the North, if there be truth in Men, wee had 
| ground cothink,they would be cave to their rruft: For others in the North, 
| we found their pulſe, that they were neither Friends to Kirk nor Stare; In 
ſead of Application, they ruſhed in onthe Commirtec,unmannerly, beiog 
veither cited nor called, and gave in Proteſtetions diſowning the Autho» 
rity of the Church;aad fpitdng in the face of the Law for our cftabliſhment, 
altho' under the colour of a fair complement to the State ; A meer pretext, 
no more to de frufted then Joeb; ſimulat ent tmeAmaſa2 Sow, 20-y. 
wo, Who,under the covert of a tair Brocherly Salutation, intended a deadly 
wound, which po the fifch Rib, and ſhed outhn Bowels 
tothe ground; Some of theſe are declared Iniruderi, legally letled;forne 
ot-theis Lybcled for Scendalr. And its known from the North eſpecially, 
there: were-offers ut a Formule, repeated Addrefies to Heir Majely, Petiti- 
ons t6 the laſt Sefſion of Parliament, declaring themſdlves nnady and willing 
ts joyn with the preſeat Church Goverament z Yer in their Froreftiions 
hor Ayman br give Reaſons, why in conſcience they cannot do it; where 
aike; 
Contra 


und of + ruſt? Judge how well contrived they are, made np of 
;RionsNat if ſuch Men who Savour of Tobie': and Sanballar's com- 

plexion, ſhould offer to feign SubjeRien, - with a mind to undermind rhe 
work it were no wonder we were thy to deal with them : And for thoſe 
who at beſt declare their indifferencyfor any Goveratnent the State appoints 
ally confid&ring how guilty they are of coutradiQory Oaths ſubverſiye 

or the Government 3* Who can truſt they will ſwpportity and nor ſubvert 
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Ti being convinced they are generally Enemies to Kirk and State to decline cov 
b. menting,. with-them : - A King would be thoaghr ill adviſed,' to! rake and 
keep in his boſom, Men whoſe diſaffeQion and inclinations fubveaive of his 
"Governmentaud mtereft, might bc evidenced toa demonſtrafien : For ſome 
of us, betore wee cloſed with ſuch, we would rather chwfe& to take dur od 
venture to. ſeek eur Bread with the peril' of our Lives," © 
I will crave your pardos and patience, inall Sobemneſs to repreſent a few 
grievous things... '1, That thoſe'who neither comply with Kirk nor Stute 
aucet in pre-ended Ptesbytrices and Synods, and a&t as Legal Judicatories, 
and obtrude Men of their way on vacant Churches: 2, Many of them who 
refuſe to own the Government of Kirk and State, take on them to-preach 
niegularly, Baptize Children, and even of Scandalous perſons, wichout re- 
gard to the removing of the Seandal;, And Marry perſons claudeftinly, 
without knowledge or conſent of Parents : Who are ſecure of their Chil- 
dren at this rate? And they Marry ſome perſons, within forbidden degrees 
and ſome whole former Mariages arc not difdlvedz fſome-of them anti« 
date Teſtimonials,and abſolve perſons in whom they have no intereſtsſome 
\ of them have likeways brought in »#nevations in worfhip, never uſed under 
| any Government of Proteſtants in Scorland : And farther,contrair toall order 
wh in manifeſt conterapt of Church Cenſures, ſeveral! depeſed for grels 
in.moralities,Conturnacy,& Supine-negligence, contigus in all the parts of 
the Miniſterial function, which in ſome places breeds a great dale of cenfu. 
ſion and diſorder ; theſe things we can inſtrudt if need be; From all which 
flows and « bounds. prophaneſs, Irreligion, and Atheiſm, notwithſtanding 
of all the excellent Laws made againſt them, 
. Nowit's inthe power of, your hands to order remedies fog all theſe 
things, by applying the Laws made, and. to be made in Church-matters, 7 
» and incouraging the Church in ber Liberties, and all her Aſſemblies: x 
would exhorr all the Members of this Hohourable. Court, As ye would 
prove. your ſelves to walk in truth and with a perfe@ heart,in get av | 
and Capacities, prove your ſelves Narfing Fathers tothe Churc uard 
againſt thoſe who would poiſon or ſtarve the Flocks, and mr 
the Government of the Lords houſe, 
I dokere declare, I did not-intend to irritat any Man ; 1 dare not be 
a Mar pleaſer, for then 1 ſhould not be the Servant of Chriſt, Gab 1. 10. 
Bur /refolyed to exoner my Conſcience in the Eight of God, who is your 
Maſter and mine, if I ſhould never Preach more; Now;,as you will all anſwer 
before Him, coaſider what L-havc ſaid, for there js 8 diy of Compt' and |, 
__ JE RT RD My 
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' My hearty Prayer to Gedis, EAR, His Majeftit Mota Commſſener, and 
all the M-mbers of this Houourable Court, may be helped by Grace fo te. 
brhav:, As in that Great Bay, You may all mect with that [weet welcome, 
Well done Good and Faith rants, enter into Your Makifh ſoy. The + 


Lord grant You uaderftanding in all theſe things, To His aac bePrails 
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